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the blade, then the ear, 2@ then the full grain in the

Big Creek to Cross First

How to Be a

Creditor—II

The Voice of America and European Sensitivenes:_

By Dr, E, van der Viugt

Paris
Does the Voice of Americe, as frankly
American-sponsored propaganda, come up
to' the requirements for effective propa-
! gunda in Europe?

We have .shown briefly in a previous
article how a large portion of the ground
lost by the Americans jn Europe is the re-
sult of methods of propaganda ill suited
io the field in which they are applied—
especially those referring to “mass prop-
aganda.”

This may appear to be  condemnation
of broadcast propaganda, which brings the

| same ideas in the same form te millions of

| persons. Should broadcasting, for instance
| the Voice of America, be abolished?

| We say emphatically: *No.”

{  Individual propaganda from man to man,
{from mouth to ear—the only type of propa-
ganda that is really serviceable for France
and for the majority of European countries
—is very difficult to conduct, as it calls for

| the cooperation of a zealous and disinter-

« ested élite and of dedicated individuals who

! have to be found.

Broadcasting as such reaches each one of

i us directly in his own home, without his

{ having to do anything to this end. Russians,
who are clever psychologists, have under~
stood this very well. In addition to the
personal instructions issued to the fighters
at the base, they are most persistent in
backing up the declaration of their prin-
ciples by noisy and spectacular means of

! propagation.

But . . . it is essential that people should
listen to the broadcast.

This is just what Europeans have almost
ceased to do and—at any rate as far as
France is concerned—they are not at home
during the times when the VOA is broad-
casting.

In what direction should the VOA develop
in ord® that listening may start again?

In the first place, everything that recks
of government propaganda should be
avoided. Europeans have so long been re-
galed with contradictory slogans from to-
talitarian regimes, each of which sets itself
up as the only one capable of insuring the
welfare of mankind, that they think twice
ahout accepting any propaganda bearing the
official stamp. This makes the European
public suspicious in advance.

The VOA seems, moreover, to have an-
ticipated this danger and to have made
efforts to ward it off by restricting the po-
litical element in its broadcasts to Europe
ta information bulletins of a strictly objec-
tive nature. 4,

What makes the public hostile to this
kind of broadcasting is, however, the fact
that these broadeasts proclaim, in every
shade of tone, the superiority of the country
or party they serve.

However real this superiority in some
points may be as far as the United States
is and however indi
are the grand and noble actions which that

and equal. This, in a nutshell, is the opinion
passed by most Europeans on the VOA.

Therelore, for the Voice of America as
for all other broadcasting services in the
world the dilemma is to please or to go off
the air. By what practical and positive
means will it be successful once it has
solved the negative problem of the dangers
ta be avoided?

These means are not so complicated.

In the first place, it is necessary to offer
the listener as varied a menu as possible.
A man fed on one delicacy alone will soon
regard it with feelings of loathing.

At the same time an effort should be
made not onlx to sitisfy a certain amount
of superficial curiofity on various matters
but also to make some response to the deep=
scated and legitimate interests of thg peo-
ple one is trying to reach,

This certainly implies that one st
candidly tackle certain delicate . matters
such as the consequences of the protection-
isl policy or the anticolonialist ideology of
the Uniled States and have an exchange of
views on these vital subjects.

For, from the point of view of Europeans,
the United States has set up a “Great Wall
of China” in farifls, instead of admitting
them as fully equal partners into the total
economic intercourse.  Also, America
strengthens the countries wof Europe by
Marshall Aid and weakens them at the
same time by cutting off their selling outlets
iptheir colonial territories,

bk

The best propaganda is without eniphasis,
and it should invariably be in the form of

Similarly, instead of a few interviews
with forcigners who have been “successtul”
in the Uniled States or who are returning
at Washington’s expense from a brief tour
in the United States, and could hardly do
otherwise than politely express their ad-
miration of American institutions, would it
not be: possible to insert a few dialogues
of an appropriate nature which would en-
able American and European represcntas
lives of this or thal profession—architects,
doctors, teachers, etc—to mect each other
across the barrier of the ocean, thanks to
the miracle of waves?

The BBC has tried this form of experi-
ment and obtained very pleasurable and
successtul results. In general, it is possible
in this way to lay stress on things likely
10 unite the two shores of the ocean, things
that are more real and deep-seated than
Americans imagine, rather than on things
which make for separation. The Atlantic
Family is. in its deeper foundations, a
reality.

What Americans should not forget is that
the average European has just as keen and
sincere a sense of democracy as any citizen
of Free America

He has furnished ample proof of this.
But, to him, democracy is not only a recog-
nition of the natural rights of man, it is a
state of affairs which has grown from his-

everything, one tends to irritate the listener
and induce him to switch off,

The Americans go—unknowingly—rather
far along this dangerous path. As frankly
acknowledged by Thorton Wilder himself
in the Atlantic Monthly of August, 1952:

Americans constantly feel that the
whole world’s thinking has to be doné
over again. They did not leave the Old

country has to its credit, the fact remains goouc 7 that is, from acquired
that, where is concerned, by yights: ’
styling oneself “superior” or “right” in  To ignore these shades of feeling and the

mental attitudes arising from them is an
obstacle to our intercourse.

To ignore this cannot but aggravate the
rcgrettable inter-Atlantic antagonism which
threatens to become established in the place
of the Atlantic Union that has been mapped
out.

Fortunately, we are convinced that in the
United States there is an immense majority
of true Christians, who, if the means of

World. They it
start from scratch. This is revolt indeed!

But ... for the time being the Old
‘World continues to exist with its own rules
of human relationships. Now broadcasting
is an instrument of one-way publicity in
which the French and European listener
plays the passive role of a possible con-
sumer, while America is saying to him:
“This is better than that,” instead of mod~
esily suggesting: “This is something dif-
ferent from what you think and is worth
the trouble of closer examination.”

In order to win the listener’s sympathy,
it is necessary to treat him as a real partner

{cooperation

propaganda afforded by broadcasting are
brought to perfection, have written in their
hearts their sincere willingness fo such
cooperation in an atmosphere of complete
and mutual understanding, without which

western  civilization _would

\coslapse.
All alliances—NATO, SHAPE or what-
ever else—can only be of real value in the
hour of danger if they are first written in
the hearts e people thes es.
Amerfca perfecting its voice will con-
tinue to play its essential role in this moral
and spiritual fight, as the real facts of all
human existence are essentially spiritual,
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Now is that time of year when
many folks start stockpiling New
Year’s rcsoluunns

*

For a larle segment of_ the
nation's citizenry the New Year
doesn’t officially start until Jan.
20—at
ceremonies in Washington will
herald the e)’en(}.

The have-nots in this mode

beyond the television

These

Iringe.

wouldn’t know anything about.
b F

One housewife we know, who
thinks more deeply into mat-
ters than is sometinres necessary,
is now wondering whether the
General’s moving vans [rom New
York City will get 1o the White
House before the Missouri vans
leave for the Middle West.

*

The moppet, who made a long
list of New Year’s resolutions,

eral dsys since the first of the
| year.

Russian A‘lelegalel to the UN
recenily departed for their home-
land with many items purchased
in New York’s department stores.
1¢'s a logical procedurc—how els
can the boys back home invent
things? A reasonable facsimile of
the gadget you'rc inventing can
1 last week, | be so helpful.
he chateau

past Blois,
dral town of
of the most

»

The average cititen, it can be
| safely said, is looking for relief
| tax relief that is

us rcvonea that the castle of

¢ Duke of Montrose, in Edin-
burgh Scotland, with its 40 bed=
i rooms and 16 baths, can be rent-
ed for $28 a week, We had our
passports and reservations made
on the Queen Mary before we
read the small print detailing the
conditions of the rental—the ten-
ant must keep the castle in top
conditi That's where we

1 England al
, having cn-
lent of our|
> four.

way not only
visit Europe
chance _en-
nge of ideas
ppreciate ihe
her ~peoples,
beginning o
standing,

at’s
backed out—alter all an extra |
|$1,000 a week adds up.
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A Verse
Jot Today -

God is light, and in
him is no darkness at
all—I John 1:5.
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Valuable Man

The secretaries were having
lunch together

“They transferred Becsley,”

said the girl in red, “and was

V. P. peeved and disconso-

Was he such a good worker?”
inquived the girl in green.

¢ work didn't_amount to

much,” replied the first stenog.,

“but 'he was the only man in

ing to go three

blocks in a rain storm to get

Jietures V.P.s tavorite kind of sandwich.”

Turn About Is Fair Play

The weary mailman paused a
moment at the door where he had
delivered a large assortment of
reading tater,
s_there something”on your
mind, Mr. Millor?” asked the
huuec\ule, pleasanily.

“Well yes,” admitted the bur-
den bearer, i you will stop
clipping coupons and sending for
catalogues, Mrs. Green, Il buy
you a_beautitul present.”

le

ar from friends
ance, Italy, or
world, Since 1
read any lan-
English, it is
ese letters be

Tennessee
1o T received
ough the YRT,
lost track of a
s my desire to
correspondents,
interested in
, travel, or cx-
will write to

Brisk Browsing

Aunt Edith just recently start-
ed a new It's well
‘stocked with good books, and for

Signs outside. Some said:
In and Browsc Around” “Rest
and Read,” and “Take Time fo
Find the Right Book.”

Aassachusetts
sachusetts ¢ day a customer came up

her Stairs two. at A time, and
* Each O“'V'.' Aunt Edith, eager to serve any
2, Round “tevler, | mood, came to attention with a
ehclose' S Tnier: | quick jump and a rapid, “May

help you?
The man barked at her, “Your

V' Feat sign says ‘Browse Around. OX.
tor, Boston 1% | that's what I'm doing!”
er A, E. Langworthy
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Calendar

By Marie Puhr

What day of the week is your
birthday this year? This simpic
question may send you scurry-
ing to find a calendar. Or if some-
onc asked you the day of the
week you were born you might
have a hard time finding the
answer.

At present, a person can't tell
the day of the week a holiday or
birthaay will fall on without con-
suling the calendar for the year.
Every year is different from the
preceding and following years |
and holidays fall on different
days of the week each year. Peo-

! nd | ple have difficulty planning pro-
L P
3 2 have to consult the calendar for

each year to get the program
correct and on the right days of
the week,

b
11 the proposed World Calendar
were adopled, your birthday

would always be on the same
day of the week, In fact, any
date," such as Sunday, 3,
would always fall on the same
day of the weck, Sunday. Holi-
days, too, would fall on the same
day  of the week. Christmas

;‘;‘:Sak"“‘;;,h:; but one more 10 | would always be on Monday, and
SWell, after all, it's been sev- | te idea s o have as many hoh-

days as possible come on

day or Friday, thus adding e
weelk end.

A calendar could be used from |
year {o year. The only change
Would be in the year. Under the
World Calendar, the year is di-
vided into Iour quarters. Each
quarter has exactly 91 days, 13
wecls, or 3 months. Each quarter
begins on Sunday and ends on
Saturday. The first month in
every quarter has 31 days and 5
Sundays; the other months have
30 days and ndays. Bach
|vear Deging oo Sunday, Jan.

The calendar is stsbxhzed nnd
perpetual. The year ends witl
565t day, called Worldsaay, that
follows Dec. 31 each year—a
Jéar-ond world holiday. Leapyear
day, another world holiday in
leap years, is added at the end
o the second quarter, or June 31.

he idea of a World Calendar
has been discussed for more than
a century. It is now before the
United Nations where a formal
and exhaustive study of its merils
has been made. More than a
dozen member nations have en-
dorsed it

Adopting this calendar would
not have the same effect as the
last change in our calendar just
200 years ago, Then 11 days van-
ished. Sept. 3, 1752, ended and
the nexl morning people woke
up and found it was Sept. 14.
Great Britain had switched from
the calendar of Julius Caesar to
the Gregorian calendar. Some

L
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How to Be a Creditor

I«‘rencﬁ‘%@i_vﬂl,eﬁ_aud American Propaganda

By Dr. E. van der Vlugt

PARIS by profession, climate, geographical situa-
It is a well-known fact that it is not easy [ticns, historical circumstances, economic
to be a good debtor; all kinds of sensitiveness | status and other numerous factors. These
arise. But is it not just as difficult to be a | diversities are simply ignored in the mass
good creditor, to respect sensitiveness? | approach.
Suppose out of the kindness of your heart ‘What do you think of the effect of a poster
you give a piano to your poor, musically- (as spread last year by an American-French
gifted nephew. He is grateful. You enjoy anti-Communist organization which to make
his gratitude, so on all your visits you re- matters worse told openly that the United
mind him of your liberality. Here he is States spent more than eight million dollars

again, your nephew will soon think sulkily in France in 1951 for antf=CommuUmnist propa-
—my well-meaning uncle, generous, but a ganda) where Stalin is pictured as a stout
pain in the neck. ruffian dressed as a worker and standing

Now Europe is in the position of the behind a wire-netting on which was writ-
gifted but poor nephew. Impoverished by ten “Peace,” as if he were about to snare
two wars and maimed by the amputation innocent people who would allow them-
of its colonies, it feels daily the burden of selves to be caught? Well, it amused one ~
its dcbtorship to America. The Marshall group and exasperated the other, to no
piano is a fine present but its weight is constructive purpose.
heavy. Those responsible for this mass propa-

Europe gratefully accepts America’s sup- ganda have taken their pattern of action
port and leadership for the huge mutual from the pattern of American advertising
defense ecxertion. But one cannot resist and in doing so have treated the French
communism with military exertion alone. people as so many customers who could be
For communism as a view of life and persuaded away from communism just as
pseudo-religion is not disturbed by any Americans can’be persuaded to change their
armament or frontiers. Its seeds have al- old shaving cream or typewriter. But the

ready been sown by the Soviets throughout people of France and Europe are not suscep-
the world and it has been organized in fifth tible to this kind of approach, particularly
columns and mantle organizations. As dn} when what is involved is a choice between
idea it paves the way for the Red Army and] two profoundly antagonistic concepts.
not the other way round. ~

Therefore a spiritual battle against com- *ok ok
munism must be waged, and that where the
attack is heaviest, In western Europe, in
France, lies the battlefield of this spiritual
“war. It cannot be appreciated enough that
in this field, too, America feels its respon-
sibility as arbiter mundi and it fights power- ; "
fully in this spiritual battle. But the way in ;%ar?ekls)hﬁ;ci;ats that would“ s«?duce you,"

" ' . + press. And as “French reply
which this takes place—we will say It tpey make a collection among the little folk:
frankly—has not always been successful in s £ e“ Hile 1oLk

100 frs. even 20 frs. against the “mercenary

Americans.” And they know how to fight

* & this battle. Their mass propaganda is only

a smoke screen. They know the French

individualist character thoroughly and they
act accordingly.

It is harsh to say, but the American spec-
tacular fight against communism in a spirit-
ual field has comparatively little effect. The
real spiritual battle (a total war whether
hot or cold) between communism and west-

The Communists congratulate themselves
that their adversaries make such inept use
of the fabulous sums at their disposal, dis-
crediting in this way all anti-Communist
propaganda. “It is the money of the Amer-

Difficulties and tragic misunderstandings
arise. America is reproached with playing
too much the part of the rich uncle who
has given the piano. See the propaganda
speeches on the recent congress in Moscow!
An .example? Last year at a big industries
fair in the Dauphiné an exhibition was ar-
ranged by the Americans to show all Ameri- } ern civilization is fought si .

s = S e t silently but grimly
E%}I’ar;ﬁutgiffazﬁc{s :gcﬁg;lnei gf(‘:c'lgs agg and stubbornly uTlderground from man to
: ! ’ man by the Frefich themselves. All that

food. A map of France showed some de- e
. Ao penetrates to the papers and to the posters
partments black for “Communist” and others is only an action on the second plane. In

white—thanks to American aid presumably. F n
: 9 rance both parties know that one French-
T.hereA was also a map ShOW%“E th.e Prin-  man should convince another by a change
cipal important American military stalla- - ¢ hoart in a private conversation with
tions and help to the French Army paid for personal arguments. The Frenchman knows
by America. s . cas that his fellow-countryman will cling to
Under normal conditions this exhibition his own personal judgment, formed among
}”Cfuldt.havf’b l%ee.rt) much afpx{ﬁclated ;Slm" friends and acquaintances whom he knows
jormative bui 1t came & e psycholog- g trysts, The Communists, too, know this.
ically wrong moment. First, ?reatment of They know what a personal influence a
Frar}ce as an .equal partner instead of -a professor at the Sorbonne has on his pupils
reminder of gifts would have marked the Gy without hearing once the word “com-
creditors as excellent ones. And in the sec- 1 icon» pevertheless make the Commu-
ond place the embitterment in France is nist view of life their own
very real just now. Fraunce feels that it is :

fighting in Indo-China for the whole free P
world against the Communists and notices .
' that the gratitude therefor on the part of its Do spread propaganda for your fine coun-

great partner is to cause France difficultics try, for the excellent, admired qualities of
in its overseas colonies. Incidentally, the your great people and your honest policy
French anti-Communist war in Indo-China of leadership of the free world. But do so
has already cost twice as much as the whole  with a psychological responsibility and mod-
Marshall aid for France. esty in the background and spend in this
©All the left papers, with I'Humanité and area but one part of your funds.
Le Populaire at the head, have gratefully And the other part? Well, it is of the
exploited the exhibition in the Dauphiné and  greatest importance thal you also support in
mocked it ironically: “Rich America, hav- America the European moral and spiritual
ing no big army in Europe, intends to wage fight against communism. And with Europe
the war with Peaceful Russia—to the last we specially mean France. For as the French
Frenchman.” : armies are still the pivot of the European
The enormous good will toward America defenSe, the undcm‘ and
in Europe crumbles away more and more. moral ﬁ'ggt__fmm man to man_against com-
And this to the great satisfaction of the |munismTn France is essential for the liberty
Communists, who leave nothing unattempted [of the western world.
to widen the gulf. It appears to a great merica, support this battle, too! With-
many Frenchmen that those responsible for out interfering too much you can give
American propaganda have not really got- your indispensable support. But remember,
ten down to the root of this question. that the value of your support stands or
Inclined to lump the people of western falls here with the way in which you give
Europe together psychologically, those iny your aid. It should be modest, unnoticeable.
charge of American propaganda have at-] The “invisible man” is fascina‘ging, because,
tacked the problem as a mass problem.| although invisible, one knows he is always
But the so-called French masses do not] present. If you, America, approach the
exist. Instead, France’s péople aré composedf Frenchman in this way, you will succeed
of a lafge diversity of groups, conditioned! in touching his heart.
e ———— ———
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